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Cuba.~ J(.. IaUI
..new cigar.J..v '\0.:.1. (::!.

for women
By Carlos Batista

TlAVA'NA: Gripped 0,,·
tween the teeth of Fidel
LUSlP"l, ~A'uvllf)n c.nurctuu, t:i

Cuban pea,;am or a w~.tern
busine-ssrnan, 1he cigar !la..;
long been <1 malo preserve,

i"iow however .Cuba hopes
1<>woo the opposite ;<Pl(. wirh
a lh?',y HI.)(lff for WOnlCU. the
".Julie l,!"-
Shorr, shm <In(i light in col-

uti! the julield i. <ie<"ign<"<l,
Ir~ maker :',ly~~to he "en-
joyed quick ly. Icllowing tht,
life rhythms 01 w<!ay';; sopnis-
neared active \04.,-Ot!1euH. Tll~
Cuban-Spanlsb curupuny
Hubauos S-'L which promotes
~11 brands Ot harulrnace
Cuban d~aT~ - con·dderect
tho: fin';~t in tho ; '(!rid .-
launched lhr,; subtle-Hav.
DUl'''U juliera at toe 1L\ h
Havana cigar re'ltiv'<l.l rhb
month.
"It's u h{Jrn-lge to women,"

~h.~·s .habanos \fl(:e-p~,,,it1el1t
J:w:i,~r Terre< ..

At 11 cell: irnerres (live in-
ches i long and a slender 1,3
cenrimetres \hair an inch:
wide, ir's designed to be held
bv a f""lDin.in~- hand.
TOlT~5 noted thar women

pIa.'.i l_-'iY rote in makmg ~hl$
t1.C\.V hC":1.JfV product - L.~nPC'(
,:,-Ilt "f the J{){) workers at
tbWSII;i'S }-;; Laguito Factory
are Wf'lfn(!1l ~ anu 5nld tnitn.v

already smoked cigars.
"J CJljUY smoking very

much, A woman does not lose
h••r !;etrojt1lOi tv inst because
·;h(' sp",l,C!', (jlli't~ the '-'PVO-
site," savs til)·year-olp Miriam
Obelln.doudS oi5.mok~blur-
ring he' tllCe a~Sbe;'R,~,~r~~;
ndellJ[l;:.id
Lnnceros ci~al'Sso famously
enjoyed by Castro, the father
of the Cuban R",'olutk,., ,,;";.,1
(ontK')" president.

VI'h"!1{'as~ npw e s, IS-<..•.L
lIP smoking·.in l:}~Q.
F,) •.nanite~. qui! hrer Job <is a
··tvp..:ecun.t. ... ~Ji c.:i~;'H·l'-Jner.

"'1 met him ,(.~1.~ln.') two or
three times. He told me 1
marie good C,~'-Ir.,." ,;ay!'>. me
5i·vcar·tll.J \"c·rn;:mrle:r. wh.) i~.
11u\~in th:HW= l,r quality cou-

Lfi;l Ior the world's'inoEt
expensive .:ili-ar. the 3?S-~~">
1:l\JU·li.)tian t~-Itl'ih"l 1'~llik~-;

The$.=-- oJ-Y' \\'I]H t.;11 in l\th i

do HOl just rull cigars. thev
are also p!~~'ing~\ grn"l'I"in~
rot" in ronacco prud\lcu,m.
But in a Latin country known
fur il'~male chauvinism, ci ..
gar-smoking '"I.·omen - whetb-
£01 \''1;t(.H ....ken; or f;\l~,tr,<t'"'s;~-·.,.von;.e-n
- arc <t ill i.l~n1("tii 4~$ looked
duw n upon by men.
"Wumen are beautiful.

::Jmoklflg cigars d('es nOT e»
w€'Jl with this," says 65· ;(!<t:P

old 1)1.1 ilder Jo~e Torres,
Habanos SA dearly d,,e~

nor agree, "t.n 1tS rtt:'w ram
p8ig'1 to t'h,l(Ii5'~ <lttit'.ttk"
and devetop a m.uker that
has Iong .beenl.loglecr~d.
Currc'nt"iy onty 1I':pNce-.mul
the ....-u11(r" c.i~r-lm·crs-are
women, ace- ~rd{ng to indus'fI1'
sources.

Wrllie t:"ban .~Hith"lllli.'"~

)"iJ11lindy ,\[1<11V•rrnings about
tile d.\rt~~·r~<'I,r sl1.wking n
packers (If cigarettes, this 1,>

nor rile caslO tor cigars !'\I.luell
arc viewed in Huvunu as Iess
lamnging to the health.'
Under pressure f",'lm

ginhal economic ;:1';:;.(,.
~\'hich kd 1<" U tall in t"ll!lsm
HI Cuba, dral with the trend
in some "\'f:lOtern countries
oamn n..~ smokmg ill bars anil
restaurants. sales of Cuban
cigars I•.JJ 'in :W09 by eight
P<2'j- cent, or :i60 million dol.

. i31"S. i. :~;

A. u<JJl of imgronr ~mQkt'":··.:
drilts be1du.d 12·yeul".oJc.i.d
4i/U'.w.UetY~r.ta V",uw.
. ''My ®}:inc:mi .i', .:>'- ihe,

ll(;ff;Ohilc~·f). ;1., doesn't
Inllld it at all . ..\ wornan wh<1
sn;<.,kC"; i', h::atliHul and I:'Je ..
g.*1nf .•.. ~h'(.: ';,...I\' ~,,_

H<":r colleague Advl'J~
Vela:;.··.), 52, who Sil:;:S 1<.c··
"t,~t:l~ pani.::ul;n;lY 000"

~;~l;~l:jl;~~~6;s.···~;i~~:~
For nlanyiiiClt it. \\I1"I,"re

avera!-1€-~Vifge.~'al-earoUl:d 20
uoillu'~ ~n-iiJ!Urt, oeilLM &i.~.It.--hi
smoke ;,J fine ,;ig;.tr - which
can COSt about five d.•.•ll~'r-c;- i~
not <\matter uf gE!llikr, hut vi

. ~-~ ..
(U(J!1t..~'~·-.'1..t r


