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By Carios Banusta

HAVANA: Gripped be
tween the teeth of Fidel
Casirn, Winston Churchill, a
Cuban pedsant or a Wesiern
businessman, the cigar has
inng heen a male preserve,

Now however Caba hopes
to woo the opposite sex with
a new model foy worden, the
*Julieta”. )
Shori mm ang light in col-
curn the Julieta is designed,
irs maker ..:ty .t be “on-
joved quickly, {ollowing the
iife rhythms of roday’s sm;ms»
ticated active women®. The
Cuban-Spanizsh COFPY
Hubanos 84 swhich promotes
il Dbrands of handmade
Cuban cigars ~ considered
the finest in the world
faunched the subileflae.
oured funlietz at the 12th
Havana cigar festival rhis
monil.

“It’s u homuege to women.”
says Habanes vice-presirdent
JHavier Terres.

CAE 12 contimetres (live in-
ches) long and @ slender 1.3
centimeires (hair an inch;
wide, it’s designed to be held
by a feminine hand.

Torres nofed thar women
play @ kay vole ta makmg this
sew longry product - 84 per
cent of the 300 workers at
Havanas i Laguito factory
are women — and said many
slveady smaoked cigars.

“I enjoy smoking very
aich, & woma does not lose
her femimnity jast because

shi smake'“. quite the oppo-
site,”

Lancerns cigars so fmmously
enjoyed by Castro, the {ather
of the {aban Revolation and
former president.

Stﬂk now &

ap  smoKing  in i :“b

Fernandez guit her oh #s a

“wreedera™, or cigscratlern

“imet him (Casim) (wo of
three tmes. He told me |
made good cpars] says the

ST.yoav-o eraandez who 18

naw in charge of gquality con-

savs ob-yearold Miriam »
Obelin, clouds of szwke bl
e

tepd for the worlds 5
axpensive cigar the I75-s00.
{53000k Uohiba Hohiike

r}‘(‘\f* CaEVS wningen "1 (._“-] =
do not st rolt cigars, they
are also plaving @
tole in OOACCO produCTion,
BRut in a Latin country knosn
for its wale chauvvinsm, ¢

grow

gar-smoking woinas - whezh-
er wirkers or businesswonen
- are <iill sometimas Ef‘.%‘w’l

down upoa by men.

“Women are beausifel
Smoking <igars does not go
well with this)” says 85year
old builder Jose Torres,

“Habanos SA cziearly does
ot Aggres, with s new cam-
paign (o change  attiudes
and develop a market: that
has long bee
Larremtly onty Wrper cent ot
the worlds ciparlovers are
wumen, aseording to indusiny
SOUPCEs.

While Cuban suthorisses
riutinely add warningy abow?
the dangers of smoking on
packets of cigarettas, this s
not the case tor uf;an 5
are viewed in Huvana as Jess
damaging 1o the health,

Under pressure  fromm
global  ecopomic ¢ ¢

which fed to g fall in tourisn
inn Cuba, and with the trend
in some Westarn countries
bamming smoking i bars and
restaurants, sales of Cuban

cigars fell in 2009 by eight
ver ceat, of 360 million dob

ioves the.
; Tobaces, e dogsat
el 3 oat all. A woman who
iu béautiful and ele
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whon he

gullarszn N Ut‘lng, A i
snioke 2 fune cigar — whmh
can cost about five dollars—i8
O anmzzerut gender, by ui' )
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